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This former counsellor of Primo de Rivera was not
by any means the Spanish Lenin his partisans had
fondly made him out to be. He was only the man
on the fence ; deficient in ideas and lacking a guid-
ing principle of his own, he was considered a toler-
able choice by Anarchists and Marxists alike.
While he was at the helm, he committed as Minister
of War almost every mistake of which a statesman is
capable. He neglected to fortify the Talavera line
at a time when it could have served a useful pur-
pose, he kept the workers of the Madrid building
trades busy on the new ministries and the under-
ground railway instead of directing the fortifications
of Madrid according to a central plan. He fled
from Madrid in excessive haste, without even
transferring his authority. He protected and
covered incompetent or treacherous generals, and
hampered mobilization. He alone was responsible
for the long delay in establishing unity of command
over the armed forces.

Meanwhile, the Communist party understood
better than any other the measures that should be
taken to meet the situation. It had a higher per-
centage of members at the front than any other
party ; it also gave an example of discipline when
on October loth it accepted militarization and
incorporated its troops in the army. Furthermore,
it was responsible for organizing the glorious Fifth